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told that a judicial sentence was about being executed in the Castle-
yard ; the flogging of a boy, who had incurred suspicions of noc-
turnal housebreaking, and who, as he wore a peruke-maker's coat,
had most probably been one.of the assaulters of the Pedant. The
boy indeed, it seemed, denied most obstinately; so that they could
not inflict a formal punishment, but meant to give him a slight
memorial as a vagabond, and send him about his business; he
having prowled about the neighbourhood for several days, lain at
night in the mills, and at last clapped a ladder to the garden-wall,
and mounted over by it.
Our Mend saw nothing very strange in the transaction, and
was dismissing it altogether, when Mignon came running in, and
assured him that the criminal was Friedrich, who, since the ren-
counter with the Stallmeister, had vanished from the company,
and not again been heard of.
Feeling an interest in the boy, Wilhelm hastily arose; he found,
in the court-yard of the Castle, the preparations almost finished.
The Count loved solemnity on these occasions. The boy being
now led out, our friend stept forward, and entreated for delay, as
he knew the boy, and had various things to say which might
perhaps throw light on the affair. He had difficulty in succeed-
ing, notwithstanding all his statements; at length, however, he
did get permission to speak with the culprit in private. Friedrich
averred, that concerning the assault in which the Pedant had been
used so harshly, he knew nothing whatever. He had merely been
lurking about; and had come in at night to see Philina, whose
room he had discovered, and would certainly have reached, had
he not been taken by the way.
For the credit of the company, Wilhelm felt desirous not to
have the truth of his adventure published. He hastened to the
Stallrneister; he begged him to show favour, and with his intimate
knowledge of men and things about the Castle, to find some means
of quashing the affair, and dismissing the boy.
This whimsical gentleman, by Wilhelm's help, invented a little
story; how the boy had belonged to the troop, had run away from
*•., but soon wished to get back and be received again into his
ace; how he had accordingly been trying in the night to come
Certain of his well-wishers, and solicit their assistance. It was
*ied by others that his former behaviour had been good; the
put their hands to the work; and Friedrich was let go.
^'helrn took him in; a third person in that strange family,

